
Development Indicators      Lesson 3 

 

Y9  Employment and Development 

Development is about the progress different countries make. Countries around the World have 

different levels of development. Some are more developed than others. We call developed countries 

High Income Countries (HIC’s) and less developed Low Income Countries (LIC’s).  

Task 1 

 

 

• By 1800 ____% of people were working in primary jobs. They would 
have mostly been _______. 

• At this time 20% of people worked in the ____ industry. This would 
have included ________. 

• The least worked in industry in 1800 was the _____ industry with 
_____%. 

• The industry which grew the most during the pre-industrial era was              
__________ by _____% increase. 

• The industry which appeared in the post – industrial era was_____ it 
grew by ___% 
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During the 1800s in the United Kingdom most of the population were employed in the 
primary sector, people worked on their lands and made income from agriculture. During 
the Industrial Revolution Britain was the leading industrialised nation in textiles, steel 
manufacturing, ship building etc. This is the secondary sector in all its glory working to full 
capacity. The secondary sector takes raw materials from the primary sector and turns 
them into manufactured products or goods. By 1900s 50% of the population were 
working in the secondary sector, when machines were invented it meant that less people 
were needed to work on the land or industry. There was a technological take over this is 
where machines were taking over peoples jobs because they were more efficient 

In the UK there are a low percentage of people employed in the primary sector because 
machines and computers have taken over, also the raw materials supply is diminishing. 
However, the primary sector is no longer primary in the 21st century. The productivity of 
this sector has declined in recent years partly because of the extinction of some non-
renewable resources such as agricultural land, oil, coal and other minerals. These mineral 
resources are limited in supply and in due course get completely used up. Finding new 
sources becomes very difficult and more expensive hence the importation of non-
renewable resources from other countries. The secondary sector has also declined 
because the cost of labour and safety standards have increased, there is also an increase 
in technology meaning machines replicate what 20 people can do in minutes. 

The tertiary sector has less scope for machinery than the primary and secondary sectors 
so workers cannot be easily replaced. The tertiary sector is the main growth area. Most 
people work in hospitals, schools, offices and financial services. Also, as people have 
more free time and become wealthier there is a greater demand for leisure services. 
Therefore more jobs become available in the tertiary sector.  

The quaternary sector is only found in the most economically advanced countries, it is the 
part of the economy that provides information services, such as computing, ICT, 
consultancy, research and development, and financial services.  It is known as the 
‘knowledge sector’. 

What was the industrial 

revolution? 

Why is there a low amount of people 

employed in the primary sector? 

Describe the primary sector and give an example of a job role in that sector. 

Define non-renewable. 

What does importation mean? 

Describe the secondary sector. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why has the secondary sector 

declined? 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe the tertiary sector. 

 

 

 

Why do you think workers 

cannot be replaces as easily? 

Describe the quaternary sector. 

 

 

 

 

 

Why do you think the quaternary sector is known as the knowledge sector? 

TASK  – Read the text and 
answer the questions. 
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