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CASE BACKGROUND  

• The defendant George Segal is 17 years old and charged with murder 
and possessing an offensive weapon 

• His defence will argue that he shouldn’t be charged with murder but 
manslaughter 

• George Segal used the same knife to kill Tyrone Powell that he had 
previously used to ‘prank’ him 

• The court will hear that George and Tyrone were the best of friends 
• They had both been to a party and consumed large quantity of 

alcohol which was mixed with drug use 
• They arrived back at Tyrone’s house early in the morning and an 

argument started as Tyrone wanted George to leave 
• The argument escalated into violence and Tyrone was stabbed on his 

own doorstep 
• Tyrone died from his injuries 
• George will claim that he didn’t murder Tyrone that he used the knife 

in self defence 
 

WHAT IS ‘MURDER’  

1.  the intent to kill or cause grievous bodily harm 

2.  The defendant must be of sound mind 

3.  Unlawfully kills (i.e. not self-defence or other justified killing) 

 

 

WHAT IS ‘MANSLAUGHTER’  

Killing with the intent for murder but where a partial defence applies, 
namely loss of control, diminished responsibility 

Conduct that was grossly negligent given the risk of death, and did kill 

Conduct taking the form of an unlawful act involving a danger of some 
harm that resulted in death 
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THE DEFENDANT 

George Segal charged with Murder 

WITNESSES FOR THE PROSECUTION 

 Witness One: PC Honour Blake – Arresting officer 

 Witness Two: Miss Kerry Adams – Friend of both defendant and victim 

 Witness Three: Mr Horatio Green– Eye witness 

WITNESSES FOR THE DEFENCE 

 Witness Four: Bradley Carr – Friend of both defendant and victim 

 Witness Five: Miss Tina Smith – Eye Witness 

 Witness Six: George Segal– Defendant 
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JUDGE:  keeps order in court and decides the sentence if the defendant is found guilty. 

During the trial, the judge might have to make decisions about the admissibility of 

evidence (what evidence can and cannot be taken into account by the jury). They will 

sum up the case for the jury and explain to them the standard of proof (beyond 

reasonable doubt).  

PROSECUTION BARRISTER: the prosecution represent the Crown (the state) in 

a criminal trial. Since the prosecution has the burden of proof, they must convince the 

jury that the defendant is guilty of the charge. 

DEFENCE BARRISTER : the defence act on behalf of the defendant and aim to 

show that the defendant cannot be proved guilty of the charge.  

PROSECUTION SOLICITOR: prepares the prosecution’s case before court and 

deals with the paperwork. They then instruct a barrister to speak in court. During a 

trial, solicitors sit behind the barrister and since they do not usually speak in court, they 

pass notes to the barristers if they feel extra information needs to be added. 

DEFENCE SOLICITOR : prepare the case and then instruct a barrister to speak in 

court.  During a trial, solicitors sit behind the barrister and since they do not usually 

speak in court, they pass notes to the barristers if they feel extra information needs to 

be added.  

CLERK : responsible for assisting the judge, managing the courtroom and ensuring the 

case runs smoothly. The clerk prepares all the case papers for the judge to make sure 

they are fully prepared for court. They call witnesses to the stand. 

COURT USHER : often the first point of contact once at court and responsible for 

checking that witnesses are present and administering oaths. They may also escort the 

jury to and from the courtroom and take messages between the jury and the judge. 

JURY:  is made up of 12 randomly selected members of the public over the age of 18. 

They analyse the evidence in order to determine the verdict. To deliver a guilty verdict, 

they must believe the evidence has proved beyond reasonable doubt that the 

defendant committed the crime. 
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