
Intervention Lesson 1: An Inspector Calls 

 

Key Question: 

How are ideas about social class explored throughout the play? 

Writing an overview: 

Why is social class important in the play? What are Priestley’s main 

ideas about class? Write your opening overview statement below: 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

Tracking Quotations: 

Collect as many short quotations as you can to show different ideas 

about social class. Try to write these in the order they appear. 

Quotation What does it show about class? 
e.g. ‘If you don’t come down sharply 

on some of these people, they’d soon 

be asking for the earth’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Priestley presents Mr Birling as lacking 

in empathy and compassion towards the 

working classes and their struggles. 

Rate your confidence on this theme: 

1            2           3          4          5          6         7         8          9         10 

 



Intervention Lesson 2: An Inspector Calls 

Key Question: 

How does the character of Sheila change throughout the play? 

Writing an overview: 

How does Sheila change as a character throughout? What is she like 

overall? Write your opening overview statement below: 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

Tracking Quotations: 

Collect as many short quotations as you can to show how Sheila’s 

character develops throughout the play. Write these in the order 

they appear. 

Quotation How is Sheila changing? 
e.g. ‘Now I really feel engaged’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Initially, Priestley shows that Sheila is 

a product of the family she has been 

raised in. She seems materialistic. 

Rate your confidence on this character: 

1            2           3          4          5          6         7         8          9         10 



Intervention Lesson 3: An Inspector Calls 

Key Question: 

How does Priestley present the Inspector and how is he important to 

the play as a whole? 

Writing an overview: 

What is the Inspector’s role in the play? Why is he an important 

character? Write your opening overview statement below: 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

Tracking Quotations: 

Collect as many short quotations as you can to show how the 

Inspector is an important character. Write these in the order they 

appear. 

Quotation Why is this important? 
e.g. ‘Need not be a big man but he 

creates at once an impression of 

massiveness, solidity and 

purposefulness’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Priestley’s stage directions show that the 

Inspector is a powerful character who has 

an intimidating presence when he enters 

a room. 

Rate your confidence on this character: 

1            2           3          4          5          6         7         8          9         10 



Intervention Lesson 4: An Inspector Calls 

Key Question: 

How does Priestley explore the contrasting ideas of the younger and 

older generations in the play? 

Writing an overview: 

Why is the theme of younger and older generations important 

overall? Write your overview statement below: 

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ 

Tracking Quotations: 

Collect as many short quotations that explore the differences 

between the younger and older generations. Write these in the 

order they appear. 

Quotation Why is this important? 
e.g. ‘Are you listening, Sheila?’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Act One, Birling lectures the younger 

generation and acts like he is much 

wiser and more aware than they are. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Rate your confidence on this theme: 

1            2           3          4          5          6         7         8          9         10 


