
Reading and Comprehension 

Starter: 

Read the below text and then answer the questions. 

 

 

Main Task:  

 



Extension Task: 

Read the extract below. 

• What are Mr Wonka’s reactions to Violet’s situation?  

• Explain how Mr Wonka’s reactions are different from those of Violet’s parents 

(Mrs Beauregarde). 

• Aim to make four points supported with evidence from the text. 

 

 

‘Spit that gum out at once!’ ordered Mr Beauregarde.  

‘Mercy! Save us!’ yelled Mrs Beauregarde. ‘The girl’s going blue and purple all over. Even her 

hair is changing colour! Violet, you’re turning violet, Violet! What is happening to you?’  

‘I told you I hadn’t got it quite right, sighed Mr Wonka, shaking his head sadly.  

Everybody was staring at Violet. And what a terrible, peculiar sight she was. Her face and 

hands and legs and neck, in fact the skin all over her body, as well as her great big mop of 

curly hair, had turned a brilliant, purplish-blue, the colour of blueberry juice!  

‘It always goes wrong when we come to the dessert,’ sighed Mr Wonka. ‘It’s the blueberry pie 

that does it. But I’ll get it right one day, you wait and see.’  

‘Violet,’ screamed Mrs Beauregarde, ‘you’re swelling up!’  

 ‘I feel most peculiar!’ gasped Violet.  

‘Great heavens, girl!’ screeched Mrs Beauregarde. ‘You’re blowing up like a balloon!’  

‘Like a blueberry,’ said Mr Wonka. ‘Save her!’ cried Mrs Beauregarde, wringing her hands.  

But there was no saving her now. Her body was swelling up and changing shape at such a rate 

that  within a minute it had turned into nothing less than an enormous round blue ball – a 

gigantic blueberry, in fact – and all that remained of Violet Beauregarde herself was a tiny pair 

of legs and a tiny pair of arms sticking out of the great round fruit and a little head on top. 

 


