
Laurel True, True Mosaics Studio has been creating public, architectural 
and commissioned work for over 25 years. True is a prolific artist known 
for her vibrant style, her combinations of intriguing materials and her 
global creative activism. True's work can be found in public spaces, 
hospitals, parks and commercial and residential settings around the 
world. 

A mosaic is a piece of art or image made from the assembling 
of small pieces of coloured glass, stone, or other materials. It is 
often used in decorative art or as interior decoration. Most 
mosaics are made of small, flat, roughly square, pieces of stone 
or glass of different colours, known as tesserae

Stages of creating a mosaic. 
1.Draw out a design that has bold outlines similar to a cartoon simplistic drawing as they are 
the most effective onto a surface eg. wooden board that can take the weight.
2) Decide what size mosaic tiles are most appropriate for the level of detail in the design (don’t 
use large tile pieces to make details that are tiny″). Lay a few tiles down just to make sure the 
colours look right together. 
3. Using tile adhesive stick the tile pieces down one at a time leaving very small gaps between 
each tile. It is the gap that creates the mosaic. 
4)After the adhesive dries for more than 24 hours, Grout the mosaic with regular tile grout. 
Grout fills in the gaps to complete the mosaic. It must be applied carefully and precisely filling 
the gaps entirely to create a smooth waterproof surface. 
5)Because we are reusing old tiles sometimes the colours may not be accurate to you design 
you have planned so to complete the mosaic I need to paint the tiles using acrylic paint. 
6. Use PVA glue or varnish to achieve a waterproof coating and gives all times a shiny gloss 
finish. 

5 r’s of Sustainability.  

Pollution in our oceans 

History of Mosaics 
Mosaics have a long history, starting in Mesopotamia in the 3rd millennium BC. Pebble mosaics 
were made in Tiryns in Mycenean Greece; mosaics with patterns and pictures became 
widespread in classical times, both in Ancient Greece and Ancient Rome. 
Mosaic art continued to flourish in Roman times. There are many sites in Europe today that still 
have examples of mosaic floors from Roman times. This is a testament to the durability of the 
material and the art. Romans also used decorative mosaics for walls, fountains and more. 
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